
TG Christmas Break 2025 

Wk# 1—December 17-23 

 

  



I. Invocation and Adoration: 

 

1.  Invocation Prayer 

“Loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song of 

the angels, the gladness of the shepherds and the wisdom of the wise men.  Close the 

door of hate and open the door of love all over the world.  Deliver us from evil by the 

blessing which Christ brings and teach us to be merry with clean hearts.  May the 

Christmas morning make us happy to be your children, and the Christmas evening 

bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake. 

Amen.” (Robert Louis Stevenson, 1850-1894) 

 

2.  Adoration through Psalm 8 

As we out aside our TG’s regular schedule and enter into Advent’s Meditation, let’s 

use the passage from Psalm 8, not for today’s Bible reading, but for the sake of focusing 

our thoughts on God.  Read slowly this passage at least three times and each day 

gather one thought from this Psalm that can be translated it into a prayer of adoration 

or praise. 

 

 

II. Confession 

Pause now and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you your sins and ask for forgiveness. 

 

 

III. Thanksgiving 

List, one by one, things for which you should give thanks. 

  



Day 1—December 17 

IV. Scriptural Reflection: Luke 1: 57-80 

Let’s begin our Christmas Scriptural Reflection with this passage from Luke. Read this 

passage at least twice and then reflectively consider the following: 

 

1. How did the miraculous birth of John prepare the people throughout the hill country 

of Judea for his future ministry? 

2. This second song of praise in Luke by Zechariah is known as "the Benedictus", and 

it also deserves our careful reflection. Note that vv. 68-75 are in fact one long 

sentence and vv. 76-79 another long sentence in the original Greek: 

a. 1:68 — With God answering his prayer after so many years and finally giving 

him a son, shouldn't his focus be on the joy or as his wife earlier alluded to, 

the removal of her shame? However, what was Zechariah's focus? What was 

the other promise of God that he was focused on with this opening line of 

prayer in v.68? 

b. 1:69 — How did he know that the horn that God has now raised is indeed 

from the house of David? 

c. 1:70 — By this time, for how long have the prophecies been told? For how 

long have the prophecies of Christ's second return been promised by our time? 

d. 1:71 — What kind of a situation were Zechariah's people in at the time? 

e. 1:72-75 — What were the two specific purposes mentioned by him about the 

salvation or deliverance that is now being wrought by God? 

f. 1:76-79 — In the second long sentence of this song of praise, Zechariah does 

turn his focus to his son whose name is given by the angel. John, means "the 

Lord is gracious"! And this is the focus that underlines this second part of his 

song: 

• Did John come to perpetuate the prophetic tradition or put an end to it? 

• In this song, the preparing of the way was made clearer. How would 

John the Baptist prepare the way for Christ? 

• What would be the work of the "Rising Sun", meaning Christ Himself 

according to vv. 78-79? How will He accomplish it? 

3. What is the main message to you today and how may you apply it to your life? 

 

V. Meditative Reflection:  God-centeredness 



"Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because He has come and has redeemed His 

people." (Lk. 1:68) 

Just imagine: 

• You are rather advanced in age, say in your 60's. Though not that old these days, in 

those days, you would be quite old. 

• You and your wife have no children, and your hope for having any children, which 

was very, very important in those days, especially for the Jewish woman, had 

certainly vanished after so many years. 

• Unfortunately for the wife, she felt somehow ashamed — as if accursed of God — 

having done something wrong — that is why Luke emphasizes that they are both 

upright. 

• Then you encountered the angel Gabriel and miracle of miracles, you are given a 

son. 

Now, people around you are not only amazed, but they also truly rejoice with you. In this 

hill community where everybody knows everybody, they sense that you have found favor 

with God; and of course, they eventually will hear of your divine encounter. As a result, 

they cannot help but ask, "What then is this child going to be?" (1:66). 

Now, let me ask you: Apart from being excited and jubilant, what might be your focus at 

the birth of your son, especially with the angel saying, "for he will be great in the sight of 

the Lord" (1:15). Of course, you will think of what he is going to be, his achievement, and 

his greatness. If this is your focus, you will naturally express this in your song of praise, 

perhaps right in the beginning of your praise. Right? 

But Zechariah began his praise without any reference to his son in the first long sentence. 

Instead, he spoke all about God and the redemption of His people as foretold by prophets 

of long ago. In other words, as much as God had answered their own prayer of perhaps 

over 40 years with the gift of a son, he was more thrilled to know that God had now 

answered the prayers of the entire nation after a lapse of more than 400 years during which 

there was not any word from any prophet. With such a God-centered life, no wonder he 

was chosen by God to raise the champion of the Messiah who would prepare the way of 

the Lord! 

 

Day 2—December 18 

IV. Scriptural Reflection:   Matthew 1:1-17 (Why Christ was Born?) 



Read slowly and reflectively the assigned passage twice at least and consider the questions 

below.   

Many scholars opine that Matthew was writing to primarily a Jewish audience.  In fact, it 

is likely that Matthew originally wrote in Hebrews and it was later translated into Greek.  

In any case, with the many references to the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies, 

Matthew was trying to prove to his readers that Jesus Christ is the Messiah.  For more 

detailed background information on Matthew, consult a good commentary or a study Bible. 

(1) Why did Matthew, as inspired by the Holy Spirit, begin his gospel of Christ with a 

detailed genealogy?  (Note that “son of David” is a special term that the Jews would 

understand as referring to the Messiah.  See Matt. 20:30, for example) How 

important was it to his immediate audience, especially the non-believing Jews? 

(2) Why did Matthew squeeze Jesus’ genealogy into three distinct phases? 

(3) What makes each of these phases so distinct, in terms of spiritual and political 

regression? 

(4) As you reflect on the above questions, have you paid attention to the following 

uniqueness to the genealogy: 

a. Rarely in the old Oriental culture did woman count in terms of genealogy, but 

Matthew chose to highlight a few of the women, and yet ignore important figures 

like Sarah, the wife of Abraham.  Why? 

b. Who were these women?  What about their racial background?  Any infamous 

past related to them? 

c. What is the ultimate message by including them in the genealogy of Jesus Christ? 

(5) What is the main message to you today and how can you apply it to your life? 

 

V. Meditative Reflection This is Why the Birth of Jesus Christ Came about 

During the Christmas season, I have the habit of preparing my heart through the daily 

reading of a short passage from the Gospel.  One particular year, I was reading the Gospel 

of Matthew.  I was greatly touched by how Matthew divided the genealogy of Jesus into 

three distinct phases, in that the history of the people of God began with the glorious father 

of faith in Abraham and ended with king after God’s own heart.  Then the second period 

began with the infamous reminder of David’s moral failure with the Bible referring to the 

mother who bore Solomon being somebody’s wife, and the period ended in not only a 

divided kingdom, but the beginning of the exile of God’s people.  The third period began 

with post-exilic crumbling kingdom and ended with total foreign occupation, without any 

king, any nation, and any prophet.  But just as all hopes were gone, came the birth of Jesus 



Christ.  God has not forgotten His promise.  God has not forgotten His people. 

It was during that Christmas, that I had a dream one night.  Well I had a nightmare in 

which I dreamed of a past event of my life that I was not proud of.  In fact, simply with it 

resurfacing in my dream, I was very embarrassed and as I woke up, I felt totally defeated.  

“Lord,” I said, “I am not worthy to be your servant.”  Just as I felt discouraged and 

hopeless, God reminded me of the lesson I have learned from the reflection of the 

genealogy of Christ and strange and powerful warmth descended upon my troubled heart.  

Yes, the past is the past, all have been forgiven.  Christ has come and been born into my 

heart.  The old has gone, and I have been renewed. 

Right there and then, I worshipped the Lord with tears of joy and thanksgiving because 

just as the shameful past of Israel as depicted in the genealogy has totally been reversed by 

the birth of Christ, so has my past and the past of all those who put their trust in Christ. 

 

Day 3—December 19 

IV. Scriptural Reflection:  Matthew 1: 18-25 (In His Time) 

Read slowly and reflectively the assigned passage twice at least and consider the questions 

below.   

(1) Do you know why Jesus Christ has to come as a human being? 

(2) If so, could he not just appear as an adult?  Why should he take on the entire 

human process: conception, birth, growth and death? 

(3) Why is it a must that he was born of a virgin? 

(4) We all get excited about Christmas and that God has come, but to Mary and Joseph 

it was not all joy and peace in the beginning.  It is obvious that when God came 

into the life of Mary and Joseph, it was first marked by “disruptions”.  Why was 

it?  What purpose did such disruptions serve? 

(5) Read carefully the words spoken by the angel to Joseph: 

a. How did he address Joseph, why? 

b. What did he assure Joseph of? 

c. How should he name the child and why? 

d. How did Joseph greet this vision? 

(6) How did Mary greet the same news (see Luke 1:46)? 

(7) One of the most widespread rumors of the early century was that Mary conceived 

Jesus out of wedlock.  How did Matthew help rebut such a rumor with vv.22-23? 

(8) “Immanuel” means God with us: spent some time to reflect on what it means to 



you personally. 

(9) As much as Joseph did not say or express any excitement as Mary did, “he did 

what the angel of the Lord had commanded him”.  How important was his 

obedience to the plan of God? 

(10) Is there anything that God has commanded you to do lately?  What has prevented 

you from doing just as He has commanded? 

(11) What is the main message to you today? 

 

V. Meditative Reflection:  The Nativity of Christ 

Behold the father is his daughter’s son, 

The bird that built the nest is hatch’d therein, 

The old of years an hour hath not outrun, 

Eternal life to live doth now begin, 

The word is dumb, the mirth of heaven doth weep, 

Might feeble is, and force doth faintly creep. 

 

O dying souls! Behold your living spring! 

O dazzled eyes! Behold your son of grace! 

Dull ears attend what word this word doth bring! 

Up, heavy hearts, with joy your joy embrace! 

From death, from dark, from deafness, from despair, 

This life, this light, this word, this joy repairs. 

 

Gift better than Himself God doth not know 

Gift better that His God no man can see; 

This gift doth here the giver given bestow 

Gift to this gift let each receiver be: 

God is my gift, Himself He freely gave me. 

God’s gift am I, and none but God shall have me. 

 

Man alter’d was by sin from man to beast; 

Beast’s food is hay, hay is all mortal flesh; 

Now God is flesh, and lives in manger press’d, 

As hay the brutest sinner to refresh: 

Oh happy field wherein this fodder grew, 



Whose taste doth us from beats to men renew! 

By Robert Southwell (c. 1561 – 21 February 1595) 

 

Day 4—December 20 

IV. Scriptural Reflection: Isaiah 9: 1-7 

Read slowly and reflectively the assigned passage twice at least and consider the questions 

below each day. 

It is helpful to remember that the background of this famous Messiah promise in 9:6 is 

based on the reminder by the Lord to the prophet not to follow the way of his people (8:11), 

and caution the people not to consult mediums and spiritists, lest they fall into utter spiritual 

darkness and fearful gloom (8:19-22). Sandwiched between these warnings, is a promise 

that God will be their sanctuary, and yet to the unbelieving house of Israel, He will be a 

stone that causes men to stumble (8:14). 

9:1-7 — The Promise of the birth of the Messiah 

1. History tells us that Israel did not listen to the warnings of God, and 

plunged themselves not only into literal destruction (Israel in 721 BC and 

Judah in 586 BC), but also into utter spiritual darkness, with the destruction 

of God's temple — a sign that God has departed from them. "Nevertheless": 

this will not be their final fate. The lands of Zebulun and Naphtali mark the 

northern parts of Israel which always bore the brunt of northern invasion 

and had turned into a land of "Gentiles" — a melting pot of Jews, 

Canaanites, Arameans, Hittites and Mesopotamians: 

i. What does it mean that these people (of Galilee) would see a 

"great light"? (see Matt. 4:14) 

ii. How does this promise contrast the previous picture of (i) only a 

small remnant would survive (4:2), (ii) the land would be 

devastated (7:23), and (iii) plundered by their enemies (8:4)? 

2. The joy is now expressed (i) in terms of the breaking of their yoke and 

burdens — a reminder of the slavery in Egypt, and (ii) and the delivery by 

Gideon (in Jdg. 7) from the 7 year's dominion of Midian — with only a 

small army (just like their remnant) and by a hero in Gideon: 

i. What kind of joy is being promised? 

ii. What kind of a picture is being depicted in v. 5? 

3. The reason is given in vv. 6-7: 



i. Why is this "Savior" called a child and a son? (Lk. 2:7; Jn. 3:16; 

1 Jn. 4:9) 

ii. What kind of a responsibility or power will He assume? 

a. According to v.7, list all the unusual features of His 

government. 

b. ii. What kind of a government can this be? 

iii. What does His name signify who He really is: 

a. Wonderful (Jdg. 13:18) 

b. ii. Counsellor (Isa. 11:2) 

c. iii. Mighty God (Immanu-El with El being God; also 

Deut. 10:17; Jer. 32:18; Neh. 9:32; Ps. 24:8) 

d. iv. Everlasting Father 

e. Prince of Peace (Mic. 5:5; Eph. 2:14) 

4. How does this prophecy point to the "man-God" character of the Messiah? 

5. How does this passage affirm the truth about "Trinity"? 

 

V.  Meditative Reflection:  The Gift of God’s Son 

"For to us a child is born, to us a son is given…" (Isa. 9:6 ) 

Calvin has this to say about the application of this magnificent prophecy about the gift of 

the Son of God to us: 

"Now, to apply this for own instruction, whenever any distrust arises, and all means of 

escape are taken away from us, whenever, in short, it appears to us that everything is in a 

ruinous condition, let us recall to our remembrance that Christ is called Wonderful, because 

He has inconceivable methods of assisting us, and because His power is far beyond what 

we are able to conceive. When we need counsel, let us remember that He is the Counselor. 

When we need strength, let us remember that He is Mighty and Strong. When new terrors 

spring up suddenly every instant, and when many deaths threaten us from various quarters, 

let us rely on that eternity of which He is with good reason called the Father, and by the 

same comfort let us learnt to soothe all temporal distresses. When we are inwardly tossed 

by carious tempests, and when Satan attempts to disturb our consciences, let us remember 

that Christ is The Prince of Peace, and that it is easy for Him quickly to allay all our uneasy 

feelings. Thus these titles confirm us more and more in faith of Christ, and fortify us against 

Satan and against hell itself." (Calvin's Commentaries VII, 312-3) 

Beyond what Calvin has helpfully pointed out, this glorious prophecy forcefully tells us 

that this Messiah, this Savior 



• Is both a man and God — He would be born as a child and a son — fully 

human, and yet He is none other than the Mighty God — fully God; and 

• With the name of Mighty God and Everlasting Father — He is Yahweh 

Himself — an affirmation of the Holy Trinity — one God in three persons. 

 

Day 5—December 21 

IV. Scriptural Reflection: Micah 5: 1-5a—Promised King of Israel from Bethlehem 

Read slowly and reflectively the assigned passage twice at least and consider the questions 

below each day. 

(1) This promise is given within the current setting (this oracle begins with "And 

now" which the NIV misses), i.e. the attack by the Assyrians who would strike 

Hezekiah's cheek with a rod, a sign of humiliation: 

a. Where will this ruler come from? (v. 2; 1 Sam. 17:12) 

b. While this was David's home town, why then would Micah emphasize 

that it was in fact "small among the clans of Judah"? 

c. How does His origin differ from those of any previous kings of Israel? 

(2) His appearance (v. 3) 

a. Why would Israel be abandoned? (see vv. 10-15) 

b. Who is the woman who will labor to bear that Son? (Isa. 7:14; 9:6-7) 

c. How did Jesus Christ fulfill this prophecy? (Matt. 1:18ff; Lk. 2:1-7) 

d. Who are the rest of His brothers who will "return" (a nuance of 

conversion; Waltke) to join the "sons of Israel"? (see Heb. 2:11) 

(3) How does this prophecy which combines the power to rule (v. 2) with the 

gentleness to shepherd (v. 4) echo the prophecies of Isaiah 40:10-11 and the 

words of the Lord Jesus in John 10:11? 

(4) Why does Micah say, "He will be our peace"? (Eph. 2:14; Isa. 9:6) 

(5) What is the main message to you today and how may you apply it to your life? 

 

V.  Meditative Reflection:  The Messiah is to come from Bethlehem 

 "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from 

of old, from ancient times."(Mic. 5:2) 

 It is amazing that Micah, as inspired by the Holy Spirit, foretold the birth of Jesus 

Christ more than 700 years before His birth. Of course, the skeptics like to dispute that this 



prophecy may not be referring to the birth of Jesus as the Messiah. However, this prophecy 

is unique in several ways: 

1. It mentions this ruler of Israel has its origin from old, from ancient times 

(Mic. 5:2). The more appropriate meaning of "from of old" is translated by 

other versions like the Authorized Version as "from Everlasting". This 

indisputably rules out any human king and points to a Divine King as Isaiah 

9:6makes plain: 

"For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on 

His shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace"; 

2. This Divine King, just as Isaiah says, is to be born as a child and that is 

affirmed here by Micah that He will be brought forth by a woman in her labor 

(Mic. 5:3); and 

3. Just as Isaiah also points out, this Messiah King will be our peace (Mic. 5:5). 

This is affirmed by the Apostle Paul as he refers to Jesus Christ saying, "He 

is our peace" (Eph. 2:14). 

Of course, this prophecy was marvellously fulfilled at the birth of Jesus Christ who was 

born of Mary (Matt. 1:18-25) and of all places, in the little town of Bethlehem (Lk. 2:1-7) 

under circumstances only God could have control over. 

 

Day 6—December 22 

IV. Scriptural Reflection:  Luke 2:1-7 (Love Came down) 

Read slowly and reflectively the assigned passage twice at least and consider the questions 

below each day. 

(1) One of the uniqueness of the gospel of Luke is its account of Jesus’ birth.  What is 

the significance of Luke giving a more precise time of Jesus’ birth? 

(2) What are the purposes of population census today?  What might be the most common 

reason for a census in the olden days?  In this case, who was really behind the census 

and what important purpose did it achieve for God’s plan of salvation? 

(3) It was obvious that Joseph did not have a choice but to obey the royal decree and make 

this 80 miles, three to four days’ journey back to Bethlehem: 

a. Can you imagine the hardship this poor, young teenage couple had to face 

because of this journey? 

b. How significant was this journey apart from the fulfilling of the prophecy of 

Micah 5:2? 



(4) Did Joseph and Mary expect to have to deliver their baby, the Son of God, in a manger?  

Would they expect the angel who announced the pregnancy and God, the true Father 

of this baby, to provide a place for His birth? 

(4) How might Christ’s birth add to the challenges Mary and Joseph face in their faith? 

(5) Why did Christ have to be born in a manger, a place only fit for animals? 

(6) How significant a symbol that there was no room for Christ in the inn at His birth? 

(7) What is the main message to you today and how may you apply it to your life? 

 

V. Meditative Reflection:  We are Chosen Just as We are! 

“While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born…She wrapped Him in 

cloths and placed Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.” 

(Luke 2:6-7) 

 “There was no room…in the inn”: this one statement is a very powerful indictment of 

the world then and now.  The world had no room for the Son of God then, and it still does 

not.  But I wonder how Joseph and Mary felt at the time? 

 The decree by Caesar Augustus was most unexpected and most inconvenient.  We 

believe that Joseph and Mary were rather poor from the fact that they could not afford to 

offer the usual sacrifice of a lamb at the time of purification, only a pair of doves or two 

young pigeons (see the provision laid down in Leviticus 12:8).  For Joseph, as a poor 

carpenter, the trip to Bethlehem, his home town, would mean the stoppage of work as a 

carpenter — something he could not really afford with the soon addition of a baby to the 

family. 

 This 80-mile journey might take ordinary folks three days to complete, but for a 

heavily pregnant woman like Mary, it would obviously take a few more days.  So, as they 

were passed over by others on their journey into Bethlehem, they would sense that to find 

a room would be very difficult.  However, if I was Joseph, I would comfort Mary with 

these words, “Don’t worry.  It is the child of the Most High that you are bearing; He would 

not mistreat His own, would He?  Furthermore, the angel appeared to Zechariah, to me 

and to you; he might have appeared to someone in Bethlehem already.  Who knows, 

maybe the richest person in Bethlehem is waiting for us at the city’s gate to receive us into 

his home.” 

 As we know, no one was willing to open their homes to let them deliver their baby.  

Only an innkeeper was “kind” enough to shuffle them into the manger, a place only fit for 



animals, to deliver their baby.  As one Bible scholar comments, the fact was “Nobody 

cared”. 

 I wonder, apart from the disappointment and bewilderment Joseph and Mary felt, 

would they not have asked in their heads, “I wish we were of more means, that the Son of 

God would not have to end up in a manger!” 

 The truth of the matter is, they have been chosen exactly because they were poor and 

that there was nothing they could do to give the Christ Child a more noble birth.  It was 

through them that the Son of God identifies with the poorest of the poor — people whom 

nobody cares about! 

 

Day 7—December 23 

IV. Scriptural Reflection:  Luke 2: 8-14 (Even angels have never seen anything like 

this!) 

Let’s celebrate the birth of Christ, together with the heavenly host and the shepherds and 

reflect on the great love of our Lord Jesus Christ. Read slowly and reflectively the assigned 

passage twice at least and consider the questions below each day. 

 

(1) Why did the birth of Christ have to be announced, of all people to the shepherds?  

Who were they?  If the angels did not appear to them to announce Christ’s birth, it 

appears that nothing significant would be missing from the story concerning Christ’s 

birth; what do you think? 

(2) As the angel appeared to them, the Bible does not say that it was the glory of the angel 

that surrounded them, but “the glory of the Lord”.  When the glory of the Lord 

appeared in the OT, what did it signify then; what did it signify that night? (See Exodus 

24:16ff & 40:34ff, e.g.) 

(3) The angel’s announcement of the birth of this child was very specific and detailed: He 

is the Savior, the Messiah (which is Christ in Greek) and He is the Lord (which is God 

Himself).  To a Jewish mind of the time, including the conception of Mary and Joseph 

a. What does a Savior mean? (See Matthew1:21) 

b. What does a Messiah mean? 

c. How can He be God? (See Isaiah’s prophecy concerning Him in Isaiah 9:6)  

(4) How might the emphasis by the angel that it is good news for “all the people” 

challenge the Jewish mind? 



(5) How does the emphasis that Bethlehem is the city of David serve to affirm the origin 

of Jesus’ earthly credential as the Christ? 

(6) Reflect on the song sung by the angelic choir: 

a. Can you imagine the excitement and amazement of the angels at Christ’s birth as 

they ascribe glory to God in the highest? 

b. Why is “peace on earth” announced with a condition?  What is this peace? (See 

Ephesus 2:14ff) 

(10) What is the main message to you today and how may you apply it to your life? 

 

V. Meditative Reflection: Praises of Pure Joy 

I have found that I can easily appreciate the themes of Advent of peace, love and hope 

which are the marks my life as a born-again Christian beyond this season, but all year round.  

But joy?  I couldn’t help but see, at least in my own experience, that it is not necessary 

something that marks my life all year round.  In fact, I have found that weeping is often 

about my own plight, my own difficult circumstances, and joy often comes after, like a 

reward of my faithful obedience you might say, and is really about my own vindication, 

meaning it is primarily, if not wholly, about me. 

So, when I am reading the account of the appearance of the angels to the shepherds, I can 

see the “purity” of their joy—joy that is 100% God-centered! 

“Do not be afraid, I bring you good news of great joy…” the angel said. 

Then he was joined by “a great company of heavenly host…praising God and 

saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom His 

favor rests’.” (Luke 2: 13-14) 

▪ You see, these angels first witnessed the creation of mankind, when God created 

everything suitable for not only their survival, but for their enjoyment 

▪ And most amazingly, created them in His own image 

▪ Then they witnessed the rebellion of human beings, blatantly replacing Him by other 

idols, blatantly pushing Him out of their lives, and in fact the world that He has 

created, not only making gods in their own image, but living of life free from any 

restraints, especially the restraints of His good law meant to bless them. 

▪ Then, with God’s amazing patience and long-suffering, putting up with even the 

rebellion of the people He has chosen as His own treasures, the Israelites who 



remained unrepentance even before all the judgments God reluctantly imposed upon 

them, God then sent His Son to them and all mankind the last chance 

▪ the God whom they worship all along, the God Almighty, the Creator God, now 

became a man, born in a lowly manger to reach down to these rebellious men 

o what love! What amazing love! 

o Can they not burst into praise, “Glory to God in the highest!”  

o But more than that, they rejoice for us who are destined to eternal damnation 

o Because with this child, “on earth, peace to men on whom His favor rests!” 

o At last, in the darkest hour of Israel’s history; 

o At last, in the darkest hour of the people of the world who are oblivious of 

their eternal demise; 

o The Great Light has dawn to usher the world into salvation: 

▪ That the darkest soul can see 

▪ The deepest wound can be healed 

▪ The greatest sinner can be forgiven, even unto eternal life! 

But this joy, the angels know, will be temporarily tampered with by the suffering and death 

of this Christ Child, but rejoicing would come not only on Resurrection Morning some 33 

years later, but the greatest rejoicing will be reserved for His 2nd coming when all who 

would believe in Him, will be raised as well to join with them, the angels, to rejoice and 

give glory to God, in the scene witnessed by John in his vision: 

“Then, I heard a multitude like the roar of rushing waters, and like the loud peals of 

thunder, shouting, ‘ Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns.  Let us rejoice 

and be glad and give Him glory!” (Rev. 19:6-7) 

And that is pure joy, joy that is centered on God whose love, whose long-suffering, whose 

power deserve our adoration, our praise and our worship. 

 

VI. A Time for Silence 

You have meditated much with your intellectual faculty today.  Now have a moment of 

silence (the length is up to you, 5 or even 30 minutes), and ask God quietly, “Lord, is there 

any important message from you today that I might have missed? Show me, your servant 

is listening?” 

 



VII. Supplication 

Use the following chart to cover people and ministries that you want to remember before 

the Lord, apart from praying for yourself:  

 Your 

family 

Other 

people 

Church 

Ministries 

Other 

Ministries 

City & 

World 
Others 

Sunday       

Monday       

Tuesday       

Wednesday       

Thursday       

Friday       

Saturday       

 

 

VIII. Benediction 

"May He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of 

Christ Jesus." Amen. (Phil. 1:6) 


